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THROUGH JEWISH EYES

/

by Daniel

Goldberg, Th.D., D.D.

THE MIRACULOUS
VIRGIN BIRTH OF
THE KING-MESSIAH

For the account of the birth of
Yeshua (Jesus), we are dependent upon a
good woman (Mary), a good man
(Joseph), a faithful recorder (Matthew),
the word of an angel and the Word of
God, which reveals both the prediction
and its literal fulfillment.

The Virgin Birth — A Fulfillment
of Jewish Prophecy

The characteristics of the King-
Messiah may be gleaned from the
Scriptures that bear witness to His
mysterious nature. About Him it is
written that He would be “the seed of
the woman” (Gen. 3:15), “the son of
man” (Dan. 7:13), “the Son of God”
(Ps. 2:7), “the seed of Abraham”

(Gen. 22:8) and the “the fruit of David’s
body” (Ps. 132:11).

How in the world could one person

embody all of these characteristics?

(Matthew 1:18-25)

Wonder of wonders, Yeshua was both
God (Jn. 1:1) and man (Jn. 1:14). He is
both the “Son of man” (Ezk.19:10) and
the “Son of God” (Jn. 3:16). Christ Jesus
is both perfect man and God Himself
(see Col. 2:2; 4:3; I Tim. 3:16).

John the evangelist explains the
supreme mystery of God the Father and
of Messiah Jesus by saying, “...and the
Word was with God. ..and the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:1, 14).

The Miraculous Birth of the
King-Messiah — A Work
of the Holy Spirit

How can one be a “son of man” and
yet have no human father? And how can
He be the “seed of the woman” when
the woman knew not a man? Here is
the miracle of the ages, that King-
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Messiah Jesus was “...conceived by God
the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 1:20). The text
asserts the personality and creative
power of the Holy Spirit, the innocence
of Mary and the legitimacy of Jesus’
birth.

Mary and Joseph were “betrothed”
(Matt. 1:18), the equivalent of actual
marriage, involving the taking of vows
in the presence of witnesses. But Jesus
was “born of the Holy Spirit” before
the marriage was consummated by
sexual relations (Matt. 1:16-18).

The Miraculous Birth
of the King-Messiah
Supported by the Hebrew Text

The Hebrew word almah is used in
Isaiah 7:14 to prophesy the virgin birth
of Yeshua 700 years before it transpired.
Unfortunately, some versions of
Scripture, such as the Revised Standard
Version, err by suggesting that the term
almah may be translated “a young
woman.”

There are only eight instances where
almah is used in the Old Testament, and
none indicate the legitimacy of such a
translation (Gen. 24:43, 44; Ex.2:8;
Prov. 30:19; Song of Sol. 1:3 and 6-8;

I Chron. 15:20; Isa. 7:14; 68:25). Almah
was never used to describe a married
woman in Hebrew or Ugaritic
literature. Another Hebrew word,
bethulah, had that latitude. Also, the
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible (200 BC), translates almah
as parthenos, which always means virgin.

Moreover, the context of Isaiah 7:11-14
demands a sign of great magnitude—a
sign that was indeed fulfilled through
the virgin-born King-Messiah, Jesus. He
is truly the sinless Son of God, come in
the flesh to save sinners! X%
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Survivors
Celebrate
Passover at
Jerusalem
Messianic Center

Twenty Holocaust survivors

celebrated the Passover with

our staff at the Jerusalem

Messianic Center. These precious

souls were especially blessed to be together, as
many of them live alone. The evening was
wonderful, with songs, laughter and lots of food. It
was the first time some of these folks had ever
heard the Gospel. Our Israel team writes, “We were
thrilled and honored to host them and pleased to
hear that there were some who wanted to attend a
Bible study or worship service. Please pray for
these future gatherings and studies together!”

“"Messiah in the Passover”
Wins a New Heart

Over the years, the “Messiah in the Passover”
presentation has been one of the most potent
messages for winning Jewish people to the Lord. But
it is not only Jewish seekers who respond to this
powerful teaching. Olivier Melnick relates, “I was
blessed when | realized the universal power of the
Passover message. As | refold the story of Jewish
redemption from years of slavery, a young African-
American man drew the connection between the
message, his own people and himself—what
Yeshua (Jesus) did for the children of Israel and the
whole world. At the end of the service, he came
forward without hesitation to receive the Lord.
What a blessing it was!”

Passover Seder Draws Seekers
at Yale Club in Manhattan

The Passover celebration at the Yale Club in New
York City is becoming a Chosen People Ministries
tradition. This year, over 90 people shared a
memorable evening of great food, fellowship and
compelling teaching about the Jewish people and
the Passover’s fulfillment in Messiah. Laura Fels,
who was instrumental in organizing this event,
brought a Jewish guest who has been struggling in
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her newfound faith. At the
end of the evening she said,
“Finally, what you have been
telling me has come toge-
ther—I don’t have to choose
between being Jewish and
believing that Jesus is the
Messiah.” A number of
Jewish seekers gave us their
names for follow up.

Landmark Ruling in Israel
for Messianic Believers

The Israeli High Court of Justice has ruled that
Messianic Jews are entitled to Israeli citizenship
according to the Law of Return if their father is
Jewish. This overturns 15 years of decisions by the
State, which had consistently ruled against
Messianic Jewish applications for citizenship. This
is a major victory for members of the Messianic
Jewish community who had petitioned the High
Court for new immigrant status and citizenship
because they were the offspring of fathers who
were Jewish.
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with a schmear. When Christians seek God’s plan of stewardship for the distribution
The Master of Divinity in Messianic Jewish Studies at the Feinberg Center is a OT th_e Ir ?States’ God's work here: on ear,th will be part of tha?
distribution. We want to share with you ideas to more effectively
plan your charitable giving.
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graduate degree program taught from a Jewish perspective that emphasizes Hebrew
and Greek, Jewish studies and the development of practical Jewish ministry skills.
The program, co-sponsored by the Talbot School of Theology and Chosen People

Ministies, i based in New York City To accomplish this, we have prepared a booklet titled

Guide To Planning Your Estate.

CHARLES L. Contact us now for information on programs offered ' .

FEINBERG in 2008-2009! Call 1-888-2-YESHUA, email Please write today for your free copy. There is no cost or
CENTER info@feinbergcenter.com, or visit us on the web at obligation. We just want to help.

FOR MESSIANIC JEWISH STUDIES WWW.feinbergcenter‘com
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Chosen People Ministries

241 East 51st Street, New York, NY 10022
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Pre-Publication Sale SAVE 10%
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September 2008 — December 2009

Order now to start the Jewish New Year with the Chosen People

Ministries’ Jewish Art Calendar. As the months unfold, y ‘-'D.r"'_se,n§eLpf o
wonder will be renewed as yo&’jreﬂect upon the be tybiﬁne Land and
the promises__of_ng‘i@ re given through it—promises that are For phone orders in the U.S.
indeed fulfilled in the Messiah He has sent. These calendars make great call 800-333-4936. Or visit us online at
gifts, especially for Jewish friends who need to hear about the Messiah. WWW-ChOS‘;’”Z/eOP;f-CO’” for more resources.
Avai A t 1, 2008.
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